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Harsha. After the assasination of King Harsha, Jayasimha became king of Kashmir and Kalhana lived during his reign which extended from 1127 to 1159 A. D. Kalhana wrote in the middle of the 12th century. His great work called Rajatarangini is a bold attempt at giving a complete history of Kashmir. He traces the history of Kashmir through the period of Asoka, through the advent of the Mohammedans and through the several other periods till his own time. But here too there are marvellous episodes which are not believable under ordinary circumstances. Gods and demons are frequently described as interfering in the affairs of Kashmir and in the fortunes of its rulers. Good and bad omens and miraculous happenings often exercise their influence on political and military matters. But these only reveal the poet's hand at work and do not seriously damage the achievement of the historian. Even the minute details in the petty politics of Kashmir with its intrigues and treachery are faithfully set forth in the book. With all the defects of the inter-mixture of the marvellous, Rajatarangini remains to this day the most important example of the Historical Kavya in Sanskrit and historians have held it as a chief source of Kashmirian history. Not having uniformly enjoyed royal patronage himself, Kalhana was in a position to give an unbiassed account of the royal houses of Kashmir. Among Ms sources may be mentioned the Nilamata Purana which is considered as an early chronicle of Kashmirian history. Kalhana is certainly the greatest in Sanskrit Literature,   :      Agastya or Vidyanatha, the author of Balabharata
